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Abstract

‘ Th-e article is a wide study of the higher non-state education in Poland after 1990 and
it conslst:o. many of u_nknown information for the academic workers in the state schools. After
legal basis _l'or establishing non-state higher schools their development in the nineties i's ana-
lysed. Particular attention has been paid to the description of individual cases of the two
schc.:ols: t.hc School of Business-National Louis University in Nowy Sacz and the School of
Business in Tarnéw. The history, sociological analysis of students and the current state of
both schools have been presented. The activity of the environment of non-state higher schools

and their rankings have been shown. In the conclusions the specti
: ; ves of
non-state higher school sector are described. i ——
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1. The legal basis for establishing non-state
higher schools

The development of non-state higher schools in Poland in the nineties
has become one of the most essential elements of Polish political transfor-
mations after 1989. Establishing non-state higher schools has become pos-
sible owing to liberal regulations of the Act of Higher Education amended
in 1990. The Act allowed a relatively easy procedure of creating non-state
higher schools. Both individuals and associations, foundations and even
enterprises (companies) could be the founders of a school. The task of deter-
mining precise financial, personnel and curriculum conditions was delegated
to the Chief Council of Higher Education and the Ministry of National Edu-
cation. In 1990 the Act introduced a new kind of studies: a three-year-long
licentiate (bachelor) studies, and it became an accepted principle that a newly
founded school was entitled to offer only vocational studies ending with
a licentiate degree (the equivalent of Bachelor’s degree). The Ministry gave its
consent routinely for a trial period of five years. In case of the founder granted
a positive decision of the Chief Council of Higher Education of the Ministry
of Education, a new school was registered in the non-state higher school’s
register, which was equivalent to obtaining the right to provide licentiate
studies by a given school and to grant its graduates a state vocational title
of licentiate. The initiators of the amendment supporting the then under-
secretary-of-state, prof. Janusz Grzelak and the Members of Parliament (in-
cluding the author, then the Senator of the RP) now unanimously claim that
by introducing the regulations that enabled the foundation of non-state higher
schools nobody expected such an outburst of initiatives and the creation
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of 150 schools within 8 years, educating nearly 300000 students in 1999.
A similar legal solution was introduced by the Act of 26 June 1997 concerning
higher vocational schools. A positive consequence of introducing this Act is
creating an accreditation committee that has extensive powers, although the
committee’s decision is not obligatory for the minister. The Act concerning
higher vocational schools introduced also two regulations concerning the
curriculum of extra-mural studies (the necessity to hold classes in the amount
of 80% of the minimal number of teaching hours, which is 2200 hours) and
a compulsory 15-week training period, which up to now has not been put
into effect by either state or non-state Polish schools.

2. The development of non-state higher
schools in Poland in the nineties

The early nineties in Poland were marked by an alarmingly low number of
students slightly exceeding 400000, and within eight years the number of
students rose more than three times and reached 1300000, almost 25% of
which is the number of students in non-state schools.

In accordance with the Polish law a non-state higher school is a non-
profit organization, exempt from the duty of paying income tax, and one
that should re-invest its profits in its own development. The Act allows
a great freedom of choice of internal organization of a school. The or-
ganization, the powers of the school’s bodies, the rights of employees and
students are determined by the statutes of a given school granted by the
founder and next approved by the Ministry of National Education. Accor-
ding to the Act concerning higher education the founder of a school is
not the owner of the school; he becomes the benefactor of the school and
may retain some of the decisive powers, which must be included in the bin-
ding statutes, such as the right to amend the statutes, appoint the rector
and other persons managing the school, approving the budget, etc. The
MNE had a general supervision of the activity of the school. Practically
the MNE’s supervision is limited to annual control of the personnel em-
ployed and the control of the school’s activity at the time of prolonging
the granted licence or applying for a permission to start MA programmes
by the school.

Throughout the nineties non-state schools were deprived of any financial
support by the state budget. An exception to this was the support from the
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organs of the local government, e.g. the authorities of_ Pultusk supp(_)rto.d
financially the Higher School of Humanities, or partidpa.mon of.‘I‘ychy City in
establishing the Higher School of Management and Soc:.nl Studies, or suppo.rt
offered by business circles, e.g. the purchase of a building for WSB-NLU in
Nowy Sacz by the National Economic Chamber. Non-state scho?ls fievelo?cd
mainly on the basis of tuition fees paid by the students. In tllic beginning period
of school’s activity they mainly offered extra-mural studxes', and only'after
obtaining financial resources for investment they gradually introduced intra-

mural studies. ‘ =
Fig. 1 shows the number of non-state schools in the nineties, and

Fig. 2 presents the increase of the number of their students.

the number of schools in particular years
B2 223
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year
Fig. 1. The number of non-state schools in the nineties
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Fig. 2. The increase of the number of non-state schools’ students
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Currently the situation of non-state school is still far from stabilisation. In
March 1999 there were 84 applications for establishing non-state higher
schools awaiting the opinions and registration decisions of the Ministry of
National Education, the Accreditation Committee and the Chief Council of
Higher Education. Every month to the Ministry od National Education
affluence a few applications. Under these circumstances it is difficult to
evaluate the target participation of the non-state school sector on the
educational market.

The years 1996—1998 can be defined as the second stage in the develop-
ment of non-state higher schools: starting MA programmes in the most
developed schools in terms of finance and personnel. At the turn of 1998/99
the total of 26 non-state higher schools were granted the right to introduce
master studies, which amounts to the total of 42 MA programmes, mainly in
Economic and Humanities subject areas. In 1998 there were 28 schools each of
which had over 2000 students (10 of those schools are located in Warsaw).

3. The analysis of admission to higher
schools in 1998

The quantitative description of non-state higher schools is hindered by
the fact that many schools, especially those founded in the last three years,
have not reached stabilisation. Some of them have only students of the
first year or first and second year. That is why the analysis that reflects
the reality most accurately is the analysis of the number of students admit-
ted to the first year of studies in the period before the academic year 1998/99.
All Polish schools and universities in 1998 admitted 381 598 students accor-
ding to MNE (the data of 1.10.98), 123698 out of which constituted the
students of non-state schools (with the exception of The Catholic Univer-
sity of Lublin, The Academy of Catholic Theology, The Papal Academy
of Theology and other theological schools), which accounts for 32.5% of
the total number of students.

The distribution of admissions to the first year of intramural and
extra-mural studies in non-state schools was in 1998 as follows:

— intramural studies: 28,15, that is 22.7% of the total,
— extra-mural studies: 95,88, that is 77.3% of the total.

Table 1 shows the distribution of the number of students admitted to the
first year of studies in 1998.
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Table 1. Intramural Studies

Admissions within |[0—100{ 101 | 201— | 301 — 401— | 501— [ 601— | 801— lg&l}b— »2001
the range of people| 200 | 300 | 400 500 | 600 | 800 | 1000

Number of
schools 3 |2 |2 |13 1 5 0 3 0 1

Extramural Studies

Admission within _|0—300] 301— | 601— | 900— [1201—{1501 —{1801—{2001 —2501—}>3001
the range of  |people| 600 | 900 | 1200 | 1500 | 1800 | 2000 | 2500 | 3000

Number of

schools 48 | 33 | 23 l "ARSEBESERNNEE.

The presented figures clearly show that t?:le majorit'y of scho;»ils is ua:;
the initial stage of development (about 80), 1.e.’thcy did not ac evg'l’t
level of admissions guaranteeing long-term financial and personnel stfa_l tlr y;
In 1998 50 schools admitted over 200 students to the first year of in aal
mural studies, and 57 schools admitted over 600 stude;.ns to gtr&-mur 1
studies. According to the author repetition of sucp rccrultmena:lén - tcaj n:e:
two years guarantees achieving a long-term financial b.niance Pt : nt}eei
financial resources for development solely on the basis of _the tui 200%0 .
paid by students at the reasonable amount of the fee (that is over e
year in case of intramural studies and 2500 zt a year for t'.x?ra.-::l:mrm -
dies). Among the schools that have a low number of afh;lsm:nsovemed
first year there are several exclusive schools of art, which are g

i inciples.
. ?;fff;f:lt, '::n 1091;8 29 schools admitted more than .300 studer:nlts2 Ot(e):) st:::
first year of intramural studies, and 20 scho_ols adm_mcd ;we; o
dents to the first year of extra-mural and evening studies. The igg A
ber of students is admitted to extra-mural stu_dles by teacher t;‘;.l{;{])l g s
humanities schools; all three schoolsrdth:t lzdm::e:c l;x;zfeinthg) s p:gi -
are such schools, including the reco older, . sm&cms .
admitted over 5600 people. However, thf: greatest mnnber. o .
on-state school sector study in business and economic sc i -
:? ccalrll be claimed that studying in ttn:«:«:ff'llc(l;‘;s7 /l;;s tﬁcnﬂit:;n;;at;? :zs::locnss
state schools. In the academic year O
i ounted for 68% of the total number of studt_:ms
?;(ihrfokr;ﬁ]?gf ss(::hlfocg:s 1‘;;% of which were students of ;ggaﬂ:gﬂ72ta:d1::.
i s of students of the first year were 5570 al o res-
Thc'\l'!cl%c.x'ri‘::bﬂz: students of non-state schools apd umvcrsnt;;:s co:esrun:;:
a group of 25% of the total number of student§ in Poland. o?;exh,mls-
situation is reverse in the group of students of business and econom :

e
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it is the state university students that account for 25% of the total number
of students.

The domination of economic and humanistic schools among the non-
state schools is understandable; it is caused by fashion and an authentic
need for managerial staff (still there are no unemployed among the gra-
duates of higher schools in the country) and the necessity of broadening
their education by teachers, especially in the Central and North Poland,
but it also results from economic reasons, since educating in the fields
of business and humanities is relatively cheap, and creating the financial
and resource basis of a school is practically limited to providing a sui-
table number of classes and lecture halls. More and more non-state schools
broaden their educational offer to include administration and computer
studies.

The domination of extra-mural studies (3/4 of the total number of
students) in non-state schools results from the rules of the education mar-
ket. Such studies are much cheaper and allow taking up an income-rela-
ted job. The majority of students of non-state schools, irrespectively of
their place of residence, come from relatively poor families, often families
in which it is the first child who starts/takes up higher education. Those
young people usually finish weaker, or even really weak, secondary schools
in small towns or villages and stand little or no chance to be admitted to
state universities to free of charge intramural studies. The majority of stu-
dents apply to be admitted to non-state higher schools after the time of
exams and admissions to state schools, and only in the most prestigious
non-state schools students of so-called “first choice” prevail. The curricu-
lum of extra-mural studies and the standard of education in almost all
higher schools (both state and non-state) departs from the curricula and
the standard of education of intramural studies, which is a commonly known
fact. There is little wonder, then, that 3/4 of candidates for non-state higher
schools choose extra-mural studies. A frequently raised objection is that
extra-mural studies dominate in non-state higher schools. However, it is
not the schools that determine such proportions, it is the reality of the
Polish educational market and the standard of living of the majority of
Polish families. In the years of 1998—1999 rectors of many of the non-
state higher schools have observed a steady increase in the number of
candidates to intramural studies and they connect this phenomenon with
slow but steady improvement of the standard of living of Poles. In 1998
there were already 14 non-state higher schools that admitted more students
to intramural than to extra-mural studies.

Summing up, it can be stated that non-state schools, with few excep-
tions, are attended by the youth less prepared for studying, finishing weaker
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or weak secondary schools, coming from families w_h‘o had no tradltflon of
investing in education, young people mailnlylfrﬁdfﬂlii::; ?tf; c\:orker or farmer
i ison to state schools i .

bac'l;%:: :l;fatlil:)xcfi‘:;piflfgc fact that it was only cstablishingl non-state h;gher
schools that created the chance for the youth from economically weak ami-
lies to acquire higher education, and the pcrcenu:lge of stuficnts comu:lg-
from families of worker and farmer background is much higher in no
state schools than in state universities and academies.

4. Description of individual cases

The situation in non-state higher schools is;m not r:ltllected s:::tccos:::llln;g;
impli i i that almost non-
simplifications, mainly due to the .fact } .
arepstill at the first stage of intensive financial, personnc_l and curncilex:x;
development. Among 150 non-state schools therel are ob\nous!}f scl)mcH i
schools, offering low standard of education, having weak curricula. Ho

se in a short time there appeared a dozen schools that

ver, apart from tho gh standard of finances

achieved a European standard of education and hi

d resources. e :
. B;low there is a brief profile of several distinguishing, according to

the author, non-state schools. The list is not inclusivil a;. it if; ‘thsit::rs:)o
, knows and has visi -

schools that the author of the paper
t:a(l):; The profile of the two business schools created and managed by

the author of the work is presented in a separate (;haptcr SO :lhail ihe rules of
non-state schools’ functioning can be presented in greater detail.

4.1. The Leon Kozminski School
of Entrepreneurship and Management

in Warsaw (SEM)

The only Polish non-state higher school that was grantethltln: fronlglill:i :,-2
confer the doctor’s degree in the field of management sciences.

12 Transforming...
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of this school are a group of professors of University of Warsaw suppor-
ting prof. Andrzej Kozminski (the rector of the school), who established
a limited liability company named International Management School. The
school started its activity in 1993. In the academic year of 1997/98 there
were 4187 students studying in it, and in 1998 the school admitted 1100
people, including 345 students to intramural studies. SEM provides licen-
tiate programmes of studies in “Management and Marketing” and “Finance
and Banking” and master’s programmes of studies in “Management and
Marketing”. The school also offers a great variety of post-graduate stu-
dies including MBA programmes. The school employs 175 lecturers, 89 of
whom are full-time employees (including 37 professors and doctors habili-
tated). The school has excellent facilities: in the school’s own building (the
grounds and buildings of a declining enterprise) with the area of 8000 m?
there are theatre lecture halls, computer laboratories, classrooms, a library,
and good social facilities. The school has its own library possessing 40000
books. SEM is engaged in an intensive scientific and publishing activity.
The amount of the financial resources spent on research activity in the
academic year of 1997/98 was PLN 464 000. The school organizes a nationwide
discussion panel “Critical Theory of Management”, and publishes a perio-
dical “Master of Business Administration”, The school gained accredita-
tion from the Manager Education Association “Forum” for its intramural
licentiate studies curriculum. SEM is the only Polish higher school which
started the process of accreditation from the European association EQUAL
and from American AACSB. SEM has a leading position in the rankings
of Polish higher schools, namely in 1998 it won jointly with WSB-NLU
first place among the non-state higher schools, third place in the category
of “Where to study business?” and first place (jointly with the Warsaw
School of Economics) in the category of “Where to study finance and
banking?”

4.2. The School of Humanities in Pultusk (SH)

SH was established in 1994, and its founder was the Academic Scienti-
fic and Educational Society grouping about 40 Warsaw scholars. The main
originator, organizer and rector of the school is asst. prof. Andrzej Bar-
tnicki. SH is one of the biggest non-state higher schools in Poland. In
1997/98 there were 9132 students studying in the school, 1330 of whom
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attended intramural studies. In 1998 SH aﬂg:itted 4347. studcnt;, m:;u-
ding 846 to intramural studies. The school is engaged in t;:xtet?sw{: S e]:;
cational activity offering licentiate programmes altogether in six su ﬂ_l]
areas, and master’s programmes in four sul?pct areas. In 1997/98 erde
were 487 lecturers employed in the school, including 210 professors a;aH
doctors habilitated (70 of which were full_—time_anployws). In lﬁ .
finished building an extensive school building with the area of 5 m3,
in which there are lecture halls (among others halls' for 500 people), 00:11.;
puter and language laboratories (138 computers av?ulablc fqr studt:m]:).11 :
is the first non-state higher school in Poland ‘wl'nch has %ts own ha o_
residence for about 200 students. The school. is engaged in e}_ntenswc' rtc
search activity (mainly in the field of humanities) and’ pubhshllir;g act:;tﬁ
(in 1997/98) 41 books were published. The school has its own library

70000 books.

4.3. The School of Commerce and Law
in Warsaw (SCL)

The SCL was established in 1993 and its fortmder is Ryszard Laz::iraskx
M.A.. earlier the headmaster of a well-known in Warsa\.v‘ postl-seclogx;?/g
scho<;l for secretaries, a participant 03f9(t)l;e x::::: i;inlr:ts::im; i

e were 7302 students, including s . .
t;:!.erl;icipatil:lg in licentiate and masters pro‘grammcs 1-n the ﬁelm c:’c?:o:ll:g
and law (the only non-state school offering edgcatlon ‘prc:g‘rj .
field). In 1998 the school admitted 3157 candidates, inc ulu:tg; g
dents of intramural studies (the greatest gumbc.r out of all the ?md -
schools). The SCL employs 150 lecturers, 1nc%ud1ng 84 pro{l'esgors o
ted. The school has made a great investment building a comp
m? in the centre of Warsaw out
of the building process and
100 computers available for
e number of students

tors habilita
of school buildings with the area of 16710

of their own funds. Finishing the first stage

iliti hers over
the possessed facilities (among others
studfnts) has resulted in the substantial increase of th

admitted to intramural studies.

12*
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4.4. The Polish Open University in Warsaw

One of the first non-state schools created in P i ini
sFry of Education register), founded and managed Oli;n:ss(tl.m;;rgf mj{:rhze h}ézl-
siak. In 1997/98 the POU had 3805 students. In 1998 the univ;:rsit yadmi;-
ted 682‘ students, 375 of which were admitted to intramural studsi(cs Th-
school‘ is the first in Poland to introduce the method of open lea.rm'ne
and distance learning in cooperation with an English University — Thamei

alley University in London. The school h
. as ve ood fi
others 130 computers for students). Yy & acilities (among

4.5. The _School of Finance and Management
in Biatystok

The school founded by East-European Economic Institute has been
managed by the rector asst. prof. Jozef Szablowski. In 1997/98 there were
3670 sufd‘ents, and in 1998 there were 1901 students admitted, including
557 participants of intramural studies. The school offers Iicentiat; and mas-
ters [programmes in the field of “Management and Marketing”, licentiate
studies in the field “Finance and Banking” and in the fields :)f compu-
ter studies, econometrics and regional economics. In 1998 the school coI:n-
pleted an investment from its own financial resources, which was construc-

ting a large building with the area of 3700 m? and with i
ment and facilities. e

4.6. The School of Banking in Poznan

The biggest non-state business school in Poland. In 1997/98 there were
6.827 stud_ems, and in 1998 the school admitted 1118 new students, inclu-
ding 4§5 in intramural programmes. The founder of the HSB is th; Bank
Education Society, joint stock company, and the manager and rector of
thc_ school is asst. prof. Wiladystaw Balicki. The school specializes in edu-
cating personnel for banking and insurance sector, provides a variety of
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post-graduate studies, training sessions and seminars. It has its own lib-
rary (45000 books, 125 subscribed magazines) and is engaged in extensive
publishing activity (in 1997/98 it published 167 books printed up to of
480000 copies!). The School employs 289 lecturers, 32 of whom have
a scientific degree of a professor or doctor habilitated.

4.7. The School of Foreign Languages
and Economics in Czgstochowa

The school was founded by the Polish section of St. Francis de La
Salle Society (a so-called teaching monastery). The manager and rector of
the school is Rev. Father Andrzej Krysski. The school offers licentiate
programmes (administration, economics, management and marketing) and
masters studies (economics). In 1997/98 there were 2005 students, inclu-
ding 250 in post-graduate studies. In 1998 the school admitted 535 students,
including 328 in intramural studies. The school employs 130 teachers,
including 69 professors and doctors habilitated. The school is engaged in
intensive international activity, publishes its own scientific fascicles, which
is a private anthology of professional articles; in 1997/98 it published 20
books. The school is currently funding a large investment (constructing
a building with the area of 10000 m?). The school owns three halls of
residence. The school won the ranking of business schools organized by
the monthly Home and Market in 1998.

4.8. The J. Tyszkiewicz School of Business
and Computer Science in Bielsko-Biata

The school is not big; in 1997/98 there were 511 students and in 1998 the
school admitted 240 students (including 132 to intramural studies), which
confirms its focus on selective education. The school came into being as
a fusion of two registered schools established by the Foundation: The Bielsko
Market Economy College and Jozef Tyszkiewicz. The rector of the school
is Ewa Madof, MA. The school offers licentiate programmes in the field:
“Management and Marketing” and “Computer Science”. The school has
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excellent computer equipment and speciali iliti
‘ mputer ' pecialist facilities that enable educati
:mdlx‘:d specialists (journalists, radio, TV and film producers). Theeschzzzlithu:
ti];]:; 1” ':‘(1)1 open a new department “Organization of film and TV produc-
s”. The school gained accreditation from the Manager Education As-

sociation “Forum” for its “Mana. .
studies. gement and Marketing” programme of

4.9. The “thola Posnaniensis’” School
of Applied Arts in Poznan

One of a few non-state schools of art, found i
Plewka-Schmidt (the rector of the school) and e kg
schogl offer_s liocn'tiate and masters programmes in the field of psu:ntine
31(1)30 1nd:15tnal Flesngn. '.I‘he school has its own building with the area o%’
i m?, specially des.lgned and built to meet the needs of the school.

ere are 411 students in the school, the teaching staff consists of 60 people
12 lof lwhom have a professor’s title. The specialization of the schooF is
designing and making artistic fabrics, including large Gobelin tap&stri;:
(among others the school made 18 big Gobelin tapestries to decorate the

Pope’s Room in Jasna Géra, Czestoch ieni
] (8] A
windows and costumes. ' Wa), designing clothes, stained glass

4.10. The Upper-Silesian School of Commerce
in Katowice

The biggest non-state higher school in Silesia. It was founded in 1994
by UH_P “Economicus” limited liability company, its present manager and
rector is EW?. Piaskowska, PhD. The school offers licentiate and masters
programmes in the field of “Management and Marketing”. The school has
the glghest position out of all non-state schools in the rankings of schools
offering hotel management and tourism programmes. In 1997/98 there were
4011 students studying in the school, in 1998 the school admitted 1336
new students, 505 of whom participated in the intramural studies. The school
employs 173 lecturers, including 27 professors and doctors habilitated.
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5. The development of schools located

in small and medium-sized towns
following the example of WSB-NLU
in Nowy Sacz and Tarnow

In 1998 out of 137 schools registered 39 were established in small and
medium-sized towns which, until 1990, did not have any higher schools.
Currently there is a growing interest in creating new higher schools in such
towns. The school was set up in so-called remote provinces, where the num-
ber of people with higher education is usually low, and it is quickly beco-
ming not only an easily available place of studying for not-well-off young
people (according to the Ministry of Education the cost of studies in
WSB-NLU in Nowy Sacz is lower than the cost of supporting a student
in Krakow, a statement made by minister J. Zdrada for the Gazeta Wy-
borcza of 29 March 1999). The school is also an important centre of regio-
nal development and a big company, employing over 200 people, and it
is one of the bigger institutions in Nowy Sacz, excluding the local admi-
nistration. A school extending the intramural studies especially contribu-
tes to the development of the town; it is estimated that 1000 intramural
students enable the residents of the town and the local companies to earn
minimum 10 million zlotys. In order to illustrate the way of functioning
of non-state schools in non-academic towns, a brief history and the cur-
rent state of both business schools in Nowy Sacz and Tarnow, managed
by the author, is presented.

51. The history of the two schools

In 1991 a specially created Foundation: the Sadecko-Podhalanskie Edu-
cation Centre established a two-year post-secondary business school. The
originator of creating the school was the then Senator of RP, Krzysztof
Pawlowski, and the initiative was of political nature, as its aim was to
create a centre educating personnel for the new free-market economy. In
1992 the Foundation signed a contract with a private American university,
National-Louis University, to create a higher school on the basis of the
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post-secondary school in accordance with the Polish law, educating students
according to NLU curriculum and with the acceptance of so-called credit
marks by NLU. In 1991 only 64 students were admitted to the school, and
in 1992 there were 90 students. For the first three years the school pro-
vided only intramural studies, which until now have been a predominant
form of studies in Nowy Sacz. The initial capital of the Foundation in
1991 amounted to $2000; the school came into being thanks to a spe-
cific target subsidy in the amount of 700 million zlotys (the equivalent of
$63200) of the Agency of Technological Advance and Practical Applica-
tion in a state of liquidation then, and being granted the location in the
Stadnicki Palace in Nawojowa (the area of 1000 m?). The initial annual tui-
tion fee was USD 1200 per year and it rose gradually to USD 1665 per year
in intramural studies. A decisive investment for the school’s development
was the purchase of a six-floor building (with the area of 2200 m?) by
the National Economic Chamber in 1993, and later in 1995 the purchase
made by the school of buildings and land of a declining building engine-
ering company with the area of 3.8 hectare (the amount of 112 billion
old zlotys, which is equivalent to USD 460900, and which was fully paid
back till December 1998).

WSB-NLU in 1991—95 due to a small number of students and expensive
programme of intramural studies (over 2800 hours of classes conducted in
small groups) was a loss-making institution. It survived that period thanks to
sponsors and being engaged in training and educating activity organized for
big companies.

In 1996 the school became a self-financing institution covering its expen-
ses from tuition fees (over 75% of the budget), and since that year about
2 million zlotys has been invested annually. In 1997 WSB-NLU was the
first higher school to apply for accreditation of its programme of studies
from the Manager Education Association “Forum™. In 1998 the school
received the right to confer master’s degree in the field of “Management
and Marketing”. Since 1995 WSB-NLU has been in the first place of the
ratings of non-state higher schools organized by Wprost; it has also been
highly rated achieving first or second place in other rankings (Cash, Home
and Market). In 1998 it was rated first by Wprost in the category of “Where
to study business?”” being ahead of the state Warsaw School of Commerce.
The students of the school are also successful, for example in a nation-
wide competition organized by the Entrepreneurship Education Foundation
from LodZz students’ representatives won second place in 1997 and in 1998
(in 1997 they only lost to the Academy of Economics from Krakow, in

1998 they came second jointly with Torun University; there was no first
place).
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WSB in Tarn6w was established in 1996. The school was created asa result
of the offer of the local authorities of the Tarnow area, who appreciated the
big promotional and developmental role of WSB-NLU for Nowy Sacz, TS
they wanted to repeat the success of Nowy Sacz. The branch of WS-B-N
was offered six buildings with the area of 1.5 hef:tare 9f land, whxcl‘x.was
previously part of administrative and apprenticeship secpons of the' 1_mhtar3fr'
arms plant in Tarnoéw. After a year of efforts to convince the M'mls.try 0
Education to allow establishing a two-campus _hlghcr school (T arnow is only
70 km away from Nowy Sacz) the author decided to set up an md'epc.ndcnt
school. The founder and the rector is Krzysztof Pawlowski, and a significant
role in WSB is played by two deputies: prorector, dr hab. Aflam N.alepka
responsible for academic matters, and the Ger{mral Managing D‘“’c“if’
Mieczystaw Bien (until 1994 the mayor of Tarnoéw). The Tarnéw schoc‘;o’ s
development is different from the one in Nowy Sacz. The schc_;ol start th:s
activity by offering both intramural and extra-mural studms,. wnth' he
predominant number of extra-mural students. The school ﬁnmces its actmllly
from the very beginning from the tuition fees, lower tl:_lan in Nowy Sacz (tf e
equivalent of USD 1170 per year for intramurf'ﬂ studies and P'LN 2500 2;
extra-mural studies). Similarly to the schopl in Nlowy_ chzlll has_ sign

a unique in Poland contract with an American Um\'rersny (City Umver;xtga
concerning the recognition of the programme of s_tud:cs, agd ijrom 1999/20
in its new building it offers the fourth year of studies enabhqg its gradl‘uatcs t}(;
be granted an American diploma and a bachelor'§ degree. Sfmce ‘1997 in W_S
in Tarnéw there has been an Institute of Public AdJIl‘llEllStl'allOl'l grm}p:;g
scientists and politicians engaged in the process 9f political reforms o A :i
country. The developmental strategy of th'c Tarn‘O\’w sch'ool plansla gradu
transformation of the school into a public _admmlstrauon Sf:hoo. .
The two schools cooperate closely and implement a series of pro;;gts,
conferences, and have a similar although not thef same Programmc of stu 1esl._
In both schools teaching foreign languages is an important cg:mgnt u(:c
education (in WSB-NLU 990 hours, and in WSB-Taméw.MO hour:w. uring -
course of studies); both schools have signed contracts with Arpencan 1;1mlv .
sities, thanks to which the graduates of the sch0915 can ob.tazn a pac - ol;; .
degree after an additional year of studying. Tk}ey differ in their posrt.lor.xr on -
educational market (WSB-NLU is a nationwl'de school, and WSB :!n .imllc:l
a local school) together with the way of creating T._he resource base ak:vc ofp [g
their facilities (in Nowy Sacz long-term sul_)stanuai investment, | - ost E?he
scratch, in Tarnéw only adaptation of quite well-prcserv_ed buil mg_s)_. b
features in common are apart from the same person ‘holdmg tht? posmof s
a rector, a specific treatment of a student as a client, a recipient o -
educational service, and consistent implementation of long-term strategy

development.
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5.2. Sociological analysis of students
in both schools

Since 1996 WSB-NLU has conducted annual profound research into
students starting intramural studies, and in 1998 students of the first year
of extra-mural studies were analysed. The school in Nowy Sacz is in the
process of stabilizing the number of students admitted to the first year
of intramural studies which ranges from 400 to 480 annually, which is the
number of students the school has facilities for. Admission to the first year
of intramural studies is preceded by an entrance exam, and the principal
criterion qualifying to intramural studies is good command of English (at
the level of a secondary school leaver with a good four-year programme
of teaching English). Candidates who do not know English at all or not
as well as the required level are admitted to an additional year of stu-
dying, so-called preparatory year, during which they mainly study English
(720 hours a year). During the exams about 10% of the weakest candidates
are not accepted.

Table 2 shows the results of research about students of intramural stu-
dies during the 1996—1998 years. The results are based on the question-
naires filled in by the candidates and filed in the dean’s office. The ana-
lysed samples were similar in numbers — about 200 students of the pre-
paratory year and 250—300 students admitted directly to the first year.
WSB-NLU admits to a great extent (which is not typical for non-state
schools) students of so-called “first choice”, that is taking entrance exams
at the turn of June and July, which is a usual time of entrance exams
in state schools. Every year at this time the school admits almost 3/4 of
its students, the rest 100—120 students (that is 1/4 of the total) take exams
in September and these are the people who were not admitted by state
universities. More than 90% of the total number of intramural students

start their studies in WSB-NLU directly after their final GCSE exams in
secondary schools.

Conclusions from the presented data:

a) WSB-NLU can already be regarded as a nationwide school, as the
number of students from the Nowy Sacz region is gradually decreasing and
now amounts to less than twenty percent in the first year of studies and twenty
five percent in the preparatory year. About 50—55% come from the remaining

eight districts of southern Poland, about 30% from the rest of Poland, and
about 3% come from abroad.
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Table 2. Sociological studies of students admitted to intramural studies in WSB-NLU (in %)

Admissions in 1996{Admissions in 1997 Admissions in 1998

B three- prepara- | three- | prepara- three- | prepara-
year tory year tory year tory
course | year course | year course | year
of stu- of stu- oF' stu-
dies dies dies

. 1 2 3 4 5 6 | 7

B o Structure of residence

L _—— ——

i ‘ 18.0 30.2 ‘ 15.7
big cities 96 | 304 33.0 =
medium-sized towns 306 | 300 | 340 | 330 | 287 ] 3.
_srnall towns l 204 18.0 270 | 340 29.1 | 325
villages o | 94 | 206 6.0 r 150 | 120 | 204

Place of residence following the former gdn}inislrative division
of the country into 49 districts

P joari ' 250 | 165 | 255
1. Nowy Sacz District | 20.0 32.0 13.0 ‘} . l =
3. Katowice District \ 05 | 55 | s | 60 0 | 7
[ 3. ok ' 1 9.0 5.5 45
3. Tarnéw District l 80 | 140 45 HEERE S
4. Bielsko-Biala District 50 | 30 | 90 | 60 5 | @
0 7.0 45
5. Krosno D_:smct 7.0 T 6.5<] _30 = J|—4?
6. Et.tlce District llr 3.0 T 3. 0 40 5.0 1 | S5 |

1.5 25 [ 4.5 l 30 |
_ T [

7. Czgstochowa District

™~

8. Rzeszow District \

9. Lublin District

| 55 +_5.0 35 | 20
T an 0.0 il

10. Cracow and Warsaw District

it s S T ek I L.
e | 250 | 25 | 345 | 310 30.5 ]_370
| Ll

|
Socm] backgmund of the p:uenls

11. Others

1 64.4
intelligentsia 77.0 l 62.0 81.

A
0 \ 15 \ 40 | 4.5 4,u_ 30 |
l 2.0 _3_5 |. 4.0 45 40 | 3.0

weitinns - | 210 31 ﬂ 178 \ 303
farmer | 20 T ' 1.0 l 53
farmers - _._
el Father’s educauon
Hl_h‘-gh_er_— | 457 34 7 492 31 5 l 58.0 l 37.0
‘ ] |
3 el | 196 | a4 | 87 | 487 \ 31.0 \ 18.0 J
2
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: - - Cont. Tab. 2 District, where in 1996—98 there was a consultation site for about 60 students
¥ osialionil g 5 6 7 a year). Out of 562 students from the former Nowy Sacz District studying in
143 19.2 9.4 18.7 10.0 220 the school in 1998/99 in extra-mural studies in WSB-NLU as many as 289 live
4. primary 0.4 47 26 11 s = in Nowy Sacz (almost 1/4 of the total number of students), 94 in six towns
Secondary schoole BSied - (mainly l(}o?'llce, Stary Sgcz :_md Krynica), while the rest live in \fllllages of _the
1. comprabonsive schools whole district. The distribution of age of cxtra-murall students is interesting;
80.0 56.0 70.0 63.0 79.5 62.0 Table 3 shows data concerning students admitted in 1998 to extra-mural
2. American high schools 8.0 0.0 17.0 0.0 105 0.0 studies.
3. secondary economic schools 4.0 19.0 5.0 15.0 50 19.0 Table 3. The structure of age of
4. others (secondary technical 8.0 25.0 8.0 32.0 5.0 19.0 students admitted to WSB-NLU
— . ) to the first year of extra-mural
i L studies in 1998
Preszr:t:;cm - mgglﬁmt sociological difference between the students of the Born in Ratio %
the pre rytyear and the students of the first year. Young people admitted to T | 25 |
famﬁicspa;laof:yﬁyear mclm: often come from villages or small towns and worker 1978 162
lehnic:;l soh OOI:quc‘;n a{ they finish secondary economic schools or secondary 1977 13.6
p——— , and also more c_)ften their parents are less educated. Thanks 1976 8.7
iy gd ‘;_tlﬁ'cpal’atm:y year in the school, WSB-NLU, without lowering ke f"i
S ard of the educatlc_n:!, became.a_school which equals the opportunities; 19;?7413 ;_4
pportunities of acquiring prestigious education have been offered to mm od earls ‘ 13.8
gﬂﬁigmpel?l?le “-Fho -?mSh weak secondary schools or come from uneducated = :
v
c) A si;igﬁclzn:]:;g::cﬁ:stfzjf] tllﬁ‘:isiln 5 o ) L As can be seen from the presented data, over 1/3 of the total numt_;er. of
and interest of young people coming from wo K c;‘ol 1§_thc participation students are students who take up extra-mural studies directly after finishing
accounted for 56% of the students in the reor . .1998 they secondary schools (comprehensive and five-year technical schools). The
an important positive change of a model o{P = pt? ratory year) which means decisions of choosing extra-mural programmes are influenced by: lower cost
an attempt at breaking social barriers b thop ?ng{?g and educating and (tuition fee amounts to 60% of the fee for intramural programme) and the
d) The prevailing group of students in t);le sc:) Olam' .. 3 _ possibility of taking up a job (full-time and odd jobs). Another 33% accounts ..
comprehensive schools; another characteristic feat v stuh - “.’*‘." ﬁflls'hed for young people finishing secondary schools in the previous four years, and i
students who finished high schools in the USA wee & The psinehon % only 13.8% are people starting studying at the age of 30 and over. The !
) structure of age of students of intramural studies in Tarnow is similar. WSB in |

Tarnéw is a typical local school, almost 90% of students come from the

It can be generally concluded that the school is a place where young people
Tarnéw district (also in intramural studies).

fro;nh.three different socml backgrounds meet: young people from big cities
;ln : _1ghly educatgd fa.mm.ﬁ, frequently families of VIPs, young people from
amilies of new private businessmen (about 1/3), and young people from small |
E:lwns (t))r wllallg;s, whose parents are frequently employed in state companies |
SO about .
o sbout 173 5.3. The current state of both schools
_ socio ogical structure of students of extra-mural studie’s in WSB-NLU
1sr3061§lly dl{'f'erent. The research was first conducted in 1998 on a group
d . il
local en?ﬁofn;eﬁtsgk :htaen:;i?tr?:%gz (;b' 85:") of students come from the In the end of 1998 there were about 2800 students in WSB-NLU, out
o Nowy Sacz District and 15% Krosno of whom 1390 in licentiate intramural studies, 966 in extra-mural studies,
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191 in the first year of supplementary masters programme (intramural and
extra-mural), 90 in MBA programme, and 130 in one-year post graduate
programme. 1150 people graduated from licentiate studies, 350 completed the
post-graduate programme.

In WSB in Tarnéw there were |1 047 students, including 232 in intramural
studies, 740 in extra-mural studies and 75 in post-graduate programme. The
first group of students has been graduated from the school in 1999. Both
schools have excellent facilities, above the average standard in Polish higher
schools. WSB-NLU has two theatre halls with full modern equipment, which
can seat 220 and 180 people, two rooms which can seat 120 people, three
rooms for 60 people and 40 classrooms in four buildings owned by the school.
WSB-NLU has a traditional library with a collection of 40000 books, two
reading rooms for students, a collection of magazines consisting of 100 titles,
and a collection of electronic library which possesses over 900 American
magazines on CD-ROM which are currently supplemented (the collection can
be estimated to be the equivalent of over 150000 traditional titles). Moreover,
220 computers were installed in a network in WSB-NLU (including 110 with
Pentium II 266 processor, in five laboratories). The school also has a modern
television studio. Annual investment in the school’s development during the
19961998 years amounted to the average of PLN 2 million per year. The
school is not indebted.

Table 4. Implemented budget of WSB-NLU in the academic year of 1997/98

§. . Shommme In thousands %
of USD
— tuition fee paid by the students 28221 75.0
income from training activity
(including post-graduate programmes) 1835 48
— outside grants for particular projects 1991 53
short-term loans 2225 59
— other income 3360 89
Total Income 37632 100
II. Ex; iture In thousands %
o of USD .
the cost of the teaching process 18682 49.6
— investment and purchase 5947 158
— costs of administration 3591 93
— fixed costs (the maintenance of buildings, electricity, etc.) 4214 11.2
— scholarships, social fund, student government 1463 39
— credit repayment 2600 6.9
— others (including scientific and conference activity) 1135 33
Total Expenditure 37632 100
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WSB in Tarnoéw is the owner of 6 buildings of the total area of 6000 m?
on the grounds of 1.5 ha. The school has three lecturtr. halls gthat can
seat 300, 250 and 150 people) and 40 classrooms. WSB in Tarnéw finan-
ces its activity from the tuition fees, and the remaining ’rcpayment of the
property bought from the Treasury is spread over the period of 1999—2003
and amounts to PLN 50000 per year, which does not threaten the bud-

ability. .
- ';;ble : presents a typical structunedr.)tl'l WSB-NLU budget in 1997/98
i ted budget) converted to US dollars.
(mﬂ:m:al; be cor%clzded from the presented data only 20% of lht.: 'total
expenditure of the school in Nowy Sacz covers the costs of admmixsn_'a-
tion and the fixed costs, while 16% of the budget of WSB-NLU is in-

vested.

Table 5. Budget of WSB in Tarnéw in 1998/99

In thousands %
1. Income of USD
_ tuition fee paid by the students 789 000 88.2
__ income from training activity _— -
(including post-graduale programmes) .5.] - 5,1
short-term loans ki T
— other income
894 80O 100
Total Income
In thousands %
11. Expenditure of USD
5.7
__ the cost of the teaching process ;gi?[}) ;s_g
— investment and purchase i .
costs of administration o
__ fixed costs (the maintenance of buildings, p—— -
electricity, etc.) e
_ scholarships, social fund, student government ?r?;ﬁ oo
— credit repayment . ¥
others (including scientific and conference activity) 13 600 1
800 100
Total Expenditure %94

The structure of income and expcnditure. in WSBl in Tarnow_rtl:scmb:
les a typical one for non-state schools in which therc_ is a subdstzlmtm nuttl::e
ber of extra-mural students and young sc':hu-ols, which spen csst 001:1 .
teaching process and administration but significantly more is spen

vestment.
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6. The activity of the environment of
non-state higher schools

" :lc::t-:]tjate higher slchools at the begi_nr_n'mg of the nineties were established
: y unorganized way. The originators of the first twenty schools
;::e:: ait:;:;:;ti?; c::t:::lr sr;h:ml;c qnly during registering their schools in MNE
e into being in a spontaneou ; :
the result of ambitions and ideas that hzd been ;pttz;blt: ctyo \Elgle:)nr:::
fpr many years, and also the reaction of the most enterprising representa
tives of the academic circles to the situation in the higher education sec:
tor at the turn of the eighties and nineties. The almost instant success
of those schools and rapid increase of interest in the studies among youn
people caused attempts at repeating the success of the pioneers and thE
process h'as lasted up to now. Non-state schools compete against one anothe
for prestige, students and teaching staff. This causes a natural reci rocai
reserve ‘of particular non-state schools towards one another. Attem:;ts at
integrating the circles of environment were undertaken in various ways b
two Peol?le: prof. dr hab. Stefan Kwiatkowski, who took an initiati)\(re 0};'
creating in 1993 a Polish accreditation association (the Manager Education
Association “Forum™) and Mirostaw Zdanowski (PhD), the rector of the
Stl?COlld created quish non-state school, The School of I,nsurance and Ban-
king, who organized in 1994 the Conference of Rectors and Founders
of Non-sta_te Schools. The first years of activity of the two organizations
C!ld not bring any special results. It was only the financial and organiza-
ponal strcggthcning of the oldest schools linked to the more and more
intense actmt)f of the state schools and universities, which felt endangered
by the expansion of non-state schools, and preparations first for adopting
a:nd then passing the Act of Higher Vocational Schools (introducing solu-
tions not beneficial for non-state schools), and current preparations for the
new lawt of higher education, that caused in most schools an increase of
interest in cooperation, especially defending those legal solutions that enable
the development of non-state higher education. As early as in November
1997 there were 68 higher schools that took part in a report-election meeting
of _thF Confefence of Rectors of Non-state Schools. An additional increase
zi(; ;]101:11{ acu;;ltyltook place in 1998 after the distinctly unfavourable for the
-state schools sector statement made ini i
T s e by the Minister of National Edu-
The (_f?unference of Rectors of Non-state Schools (Polish abbreviation:
KRUN) is the most representative organization of the environment. T hé
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conference is not an association, and in its activity it follows the tradition
of rectors’ conferences taking place in Poland and in Europe. Instantly after
obtaining his appointment each rector becomes automatically a member of
KRUN. KRUN does not collect any membership fees and it does not have
any secretary office. The organizational service is provided by the school
of a successive Chairman of the Conference. In 1998 and 1999 two annual
conferences of KRUN were organized in Bialystok and Szczyrk by the School
of Finance and Banking in Bialystok and the School of Computer Science
and Management in Bielsko-Biata. KRUN conferences combine an annual
meeting of rectors with a scientific conference on a chosen subject matter.
At present it is estimated that about 100 non-state schools are involved
in various ways in the activity of KRUN.

The Association of Rectors and Founders of Non-state Schools (SRIZUN)
came into being in 1997 and was registered on the basis of the Law on
Associations; it has its own statutes and membership fees. In 1999 the
association was joined by the Association of Founders of Non-state Schools
formed in 1997 (organized by Makary Stasiak (PhD), the Chancellor of
the School of Humanities and Economics in Lodz) with the rights of a sec-
tion. The Association of Rectors and Founders of Non-state Schools admits
every year the new members. The most famous effect of the Association
at the beginning of the activity is publishing in the Rzeczpospolita (23.03.99)
a controversial civic project of a mew Law on higher education and star-
ting the campaign of collecting 100000 signatures of people supporting the
project.

The Manager Education Association “Forum” came into being in 1994 and
started its activity of accreditation of business teaching programmes in the
field of “Management and Marketing” and MBA (Master of Business Admi-
nistration) programmes. It is an Association of 47 natural persons and 23
institutions, supporting members. It is significant that the first voluntary
accreditation association came into being thanks to the commitment of
a group of people from non-state business schools, and it was the circles of the
environment acting under competitive circumstances that were first to recog-
nize the problem of the evaluation of the quality of teaching curricula.

The following schools are accredited by the MEA “Forum™ for their
licentiate programmes curricula in March 1999:

— The J. Tyszkiewicz School of Business and Computer Science in Bielsko

Biala,
— The Business School National-Louis University in Nowy Sacz
(WSB-NLU), _
— The L. Kozminski School of Entrepreneurship and Management 1n

Warsaw,
— The School of Management and Banking in Krakow.

{3 Transforming...
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The accreditation for their MBA
: programmes was gain :
— The qunsk Foundation of Manager Education ——
— The Business School of Lublin, :
— The In?emationa} School of Management in Warsaw
— E:e Wielkopolska School of Business in Poznan. ,

— c;aMoli.:n as!;o:sm::m :ras cu:ren{t}y rdevised standards of accreditation for
Irricu ammes. Unfortunately state economic uni iti
stlllTilstance t‘l‘lemselvcs‘ from the idea of voluntary aor:mditatio::lnmrm-s'm:S
< g:egﬁ;: aF;cr:: is ametl;bcr of EQUAL (European Quality Link) and

ed ent on the procedure of recognition of the Poli
accreditation by Central Europe Association of Accreditation CEEM;IINIISh

7. Rankings of non-state higher schools

.{\ great number of almost simultaneously created schools, a great variety of
cum’cula, the lack of state system of evaluating the quality together with styrict
qua.llt.y _standa:ds determined by the onmly acting at present accreditation
association, c?.used a social need of evaluation for the quality non-stat
schools, especially by the candidates for studies and their families. The need:
are met to a greater or smaller degree by the Polish press, which annuall
prepares ranking lists, especially of business schools. ’ ’
199Ihc best-known rating of Polish higher schools is the one published since

. at the end o.f May by the weekly Wprost. According to consistent opi-
nions of th-e questioned candidates for studies this ranking plays an im ortaﬁlt
role in tthr final choices of a school. Wprost is the only magazine to grc are
ranking lists of state schools as well. The originators of the rating state ghat
;ll'ncy t::llc;wed the] c;;;mple of a famous ranking of the US News and World

eport, but until 1999 the i i itati

s sl y have not revealed their precise qualitative or
. Business schools also show interest in the ranking of business schools pub-
h_shed by Home and Market, which gives precise criteria. In 1999 another ra-
ting was sta'.rted by Businessmen Magazine. Obviously, the press increases their
c:rc‘ulat.zon in this way (Wprost states that the issue with the ranking is the best
selling issue of the magazine in the year), but rankings play also a beneficial
role by mtrqducix_:g a public and external attempt at quality evaluation

. The rankmg. lists of Wprost for all higher schools and universities tl;at
is those comparing the educational offer of both state and non-state sc’hools
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called “Where to study business?”’, have become especially popular, although
they are questioned by some state schools. The results of that ranking from
1998 together with the results of rankings from 1998 of business schools
published in Wprost and Home and Market are quoted below.

The list of the best non-state schools of business in 1998 according to Wprost
1. The Business School-National-Louis University in Nowy Sacz — 91 points
2. The L. Kozminski School of Entreprencurship and Management in
Warsaw — 91 points

3 The School of Management — The Polish Open University in Warsaw
— 87 points

4. The J. Tyszkiewicz School of Business and Computer Science in Biel-
sko-Biala — 85.5 points

5. The School of Insurance and Banking in Warsaw — 85.5 points

6. The School of Foreign Languages and Economics in Cz¢stochowa — 84
points

7. The School of Banking in Poznan — 84 points

8. The Upper Silesian School of Commerce in Katowice — 82 points

9. The West Pomerania School of Business in Szczecin — 81.5 points

10. The Pawet Wiodkowic School in Plock — 81 points

The list of the best non-state schools (non-business) in 1998
o according to Wprost
1. The School of Humanities in Puitusk — 90 points
2 The School of Exact Sciences in Warsaw — 89 points
. The Polish-Japanese School of Computer Technology in Warsaw — 87.5
points
The Teacher Education School of the Society for the Popularization of
Knowledge in Warsaw — 87.5 points
The European Academy of Arts in Warsaw — 87.5 points
The School of Communication and Mass Media in Warsaw — 85 points
The School of Humanities and Economics in Lodz — 84 points
The School of Applied Art in Poznan — 84 points
The Private School of Environmental Protection in Radom — 82.5 points
The Baltycka School of Humanities in Koszalin — 82 points

Ll
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The list of the best business schools in 1998 according to Home and Market
1. The School of Foreign Languages and Economics in Czgstochowa

2. The Business School-National-Louis University in Nowy Sacz

3. The School of Banking in Poznan

4. The Private School of Business and Administration in Warsaw
5. The West Pomerania School of Business in Szczecin

&
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. The School of Marketing and Business in Lod%
. The School of Management and Marketing in Warsaw

. The L. Kozminski School i
B — 6 s of Entrepreneurship and Management in

9. The School of Marketing and Management in Leszno

. The J. Tyszkiewicz . )
Sko-Bialay icz School of Business and Computer Science in Biel-

oe -

The list of the best schools in the category of “Where to study business
| The Buc manafg_cment?” (Wprost 1998)
2. 2 ¢ Business School-National-Louis University in Nowy Sacz — 9 points
. The Central School of Commerce (Warsaw School of Economics) i
Warsaw — 8.5 points -
. The L. Kozminski Sch i
ol o ool of Entreprencurship and Management in
4. Warsaw University — 8 points
. The School of M — ' iversity i
o s anagement — The Polish Open University in Warsaw
6. The J. Tyszkiewicz School of Busine
ss and i in Bi
o s and Computer Science in Biel-
7. The Mikolaj Kopernik University in Torun — 7 points
8. The Academy of Economics in Cracow — 6.5 points
9. The Academy of Economics in Poznan — 6.5 points
0. The Academy of Mining and Metallurgy in Cracow — 6 points

The list of the best schools in_lhe category of “Where to study finance and
banking?” (Wprost 1998)

1. The Central School of Commerce ics) i
g O (Warsaw School of Economics) in

2 -{\t":rs:w Eo?;n;z;ntsschool of Entrepreneurship and Management in
3. The Academy of Economics in Poznap — i

4. The School of Banking in Poznafi — 8 poismrsmlrlts

5. The School of Insurance and Banking in Warsaw — 8 points

6. The Academy of Economics in Cracow — 7.5 points

7. The Academy of Economics in Katowice — 7.5 points

8. The Academy of Economics in Wroclaw — 7.5 points

9. The University of Gdansk — 7 points
10. The University of L6dZ — 7 points

As can be seen from the compari ing li
parison of the ranking lists published b
Wprost and Home and Market, the lists differ but the differences are relai
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tively small and basically, six schools emerge as of distinctly higher reputa-
tion than others. One should remember that the situation of non-state schools
is not stabilized and among the newly opened or recently created schools
there may be potential future leaders. It is still a distant future to witness
a typical of a capitalistic economy evaluation of business schools through
the average amount of the first salary offered to school’s graduates (and
the dynamics of its increase after five years), but a new tradition has been
started and schools must get used to public evaluation of their programmes
and the conditions of studying. According to the author the popularity of
rankings makes more and more non-state schools, weak at the beginning,
raise the quality of their educational offer.

8. The perspectives of development
of non-state higher schools sector

The condition of non-state higher education sector in the future will
be influenced by many factors, the following, being the most important
ones:

— the influence of demographic changes in Poland,

— uncertainty of legal solutions,

— inequality of opportunities in comparison to state sector resulting from
excluding non-state schools from being partially financed by the budget (e.g.
the costs of teaching process),

__ effectiveness of attracting and (or) educating their own academic staff.

Moreover, the admission of Poland to the European Union can turn
out an essential factor, together with a currently taking place computer
science world revolution, which may result in significant changes in the me-
thods of education in the world.

Another extremely essential factor of the development of the higher
education sector in Poland is the demographic changes taking place, that is
a rapid decrease in the population of the nineteen-year-olds from the 693
thousand in 2002 to 528 thousand in 2009 and to 460 thousand in the years
2013—2016. Until recently demographers predicted that after 2015 the
population will grow to over 500 thousand as an echo of the population boom
in 1998. However, the facts, that is the number of children born in 1998, prove
that there will be a further decrease of population to 400 thousand people.
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Under these circumstances even assuming a high scholarization rate at
the level of 50%, it can be presumed that a target model of higher edu-
cation in Poland should be planned for 200 thousand people admitted to
higher schools annually. However, the fact is that Polish schools admitted
381 thousand students in 1998; one should also remember that gradually
lht? past reserve is running out, that is a group of people who after fini-
shing secondary schools did not take up higher education and at present
due to the situation on the labour market make decisions to do so. Only
in 1998 higher schools admitted 165 thousand students to intramural stu-
dies. Conclusions that can be drawn from demographic analyses are unam-
biguous: starting from 2005 higher education will face fierce competition
to attract candidates for their studies. Taking into account a great finan-
cial safety of state higher schools and universities resulting from regular
support received from the state budget, one can take it for granted that if
present legal regulations are maintained, that is intramural studies are free
of charge, the main decrease in the number of students after 2005 can take
place in the extra-mural studies, especially in the non-state higher educa-
tion sector. One can also confidently assume that a great number of non-
state schools (especially those established in big academic cities) has been
created for a specific period of time, that is to “consume” the present
social need for higher studies, and that those schools, which do not invest
in any facilities, will be liquidated after using up the market reserves. This
may concern about 50—80 non-state higher schools.

The situation is different in the case of about 30 leading non-state schools,
which are in the process of creating permanent resource base and a group
of new schools being created now in small and medium-sized towns, and
also schools created with a long-term plan of development. These schools
will fiercely compete against one another, but also against state universi-
ties, to attract candidates by their high quality educational offer and excel-
lent conditions of studying. This should generally lead to improving the
standard of educational offers and lowering (or at least not raising) the
amount of the tuition fee.

What affects the non-state sector of higher education is the uncertainty
about the target legal solutions planned by the new law concerning higher
education. What is of special importance to this sector is unambiguous
statutory formulation of the rules of establishment, fusion and liquidation
of higher schools, the powers of the founder, as well as precise statutory
formulation of the rules of the supervision of state administration.

Non-state schools definitely expect that the legislator, concerned with effec-
tive use of the public finances assigned for education, will allocate finan-
cial resources designed directly for the realization of the teaching process
and will introduce a principle similar to a so-called “education voucher”,
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that is the resources will follow the student, irrespectively of the kind of
school which they will choose.

Another essential problem the way and effectiveness of solving of which
will influence the future of the non-state sector of higher education is creating
their own scientific and educational personnel.

Until now a substantial majority of lecturers working in non-state schools
from doctor to professor have been employed in state universities as their
first place of employment, some work in the institutes of the Polish Aca-
demy of Sciences or departmental institutes. Some people, especially those
employed in so-called first permanent posts, are retired independent scien-
tific and research employees. It can be assumed that at least 3/4 of the
teaching staff is connected with state schools, and considering low sala-
ries and low pay in the state sector there is nothing wrong that a given
person is employed in one state and one non-state school. The basic pro-
blem of non-state schools now, especially those created as long-term in-
stitutions, is attracting permanent teaching personnel connected with a given
school as their main place of employment. This can be done in two ways:
as schools gain stability (financial stability and prestige) some people make
decisions to leave state schools and work only for the new schools (though
these are still infrequent cases), or the most talented young employees start
doing scientific research and make preparations for writing their doctoral
dissertations and take the dissertation defence (for example out of 32 assis-
tants employed in WSB-NLU 14 are much advanced in the preparations
of their PhD dissertations). According to the author of the text this pro-
cess might and should be supported by the Ministry of National Educa-
tion through specific purpose grants for non-state schools assigned for the
development of their own scientific personnel.

One can assume that non-state schools (at least the best of them) due
to the lack of inflexible (and time-consuming) procedures of decision-ma-
king will adapt in a better way to the changing external conditions, and
will adopt new techniques and solutions more quickly, and react to ch."m—
ges in the educational market better. It is, however, difficult to determine
the size of the future non-state school sector (especially due to the lack

of knowledge at present of final solutions adopted by the new law on hjgho_:r
education). It can be assumed, however, that at least 30 of the schools will
not only survive the coming changes but also can become future leaders
determining new educational standards and competing also within the educa-
tional market of the European Union.




